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Dear Friends, 

 Firstly, thank you to all who took part in the service for the inauguration 

of the new ministry area. It was a wonderful occasion and now we have to 

make the promises a reality. 

 It is wonderful to see the sunshine after what has felt like a very long, 

wet winter. Every day seems to be bringing a different flower out in the 

gardens and hedgerows. Mind you, I am taking a risk writing this because 

the snow could be back by the time you read this. 

 Of course, that’s what makes it a nervous time for gardeners. You have 

to plant out seedlings and tender plants knowing that a sudden late frost 

could ruin everything and even when they get established there is the worry 

of too little rain or too much. I thought gardening was meant to be a relax-

ing hobby! 

 And if this is true for gardeners, how much more anxious must the peo-

ple be whose whole livelihood depends on the season, whether they are 

farmers or in the tourism industry.  

 The first Sunday in May is going to be Rogation Sunday. The name comes 

from the Latin verb ‘rogare’- to ask. It is a day especially for asking God’s 

blessing on our work, particularly on the work of farms and gardens. It is 

being celebrated this year with a service at Pearson farm at 11am. All are 

welcome to come and ask for God’s blessing on their work.  

 May the change of season bring blessing to us all, 

  Andrew and Rhiannon 

ROGATION SUNDAY 1st MAY 2016 
 

Rogation Sunday Service  

with Holy Eucharist 

 

PEARSON FARM 

11.00am 
 

Bring chairs and wellies! 



Marloes, St. Brides and Dale Mothers UnionMarloes, St. Brides and Dale Mothers UnionMarloes, St. Brides and Dale Mothers UnionMarloes, St. Brides and Dale Mothers Union        

The recounting of a journey is always fascinating, taking you, as it is relayed, through 
different terrain and cultures. Joan Walters' spiritual journey exemplified this as she 
related the stages she went through during a long and thoughtful progression from a 
Catholic Nun to the Quakers. The journey was all the more interesting as it went by 
way of meditation and the spiritual teachings to be found in eastern religions. It led Joan 
to make some very interesting interpretations of the christen message which were 
thought provoking. The members were very keen to ask questions as you might imagine! 
A very good talk to end this part of the programme. The MU now moves outside, 
weather permitting! We look forward to our outing and to the summer picnic, 
information of which will be in future editions of PP.   

One area our branch of MU does try to help is with a MU Diocesan project which aims 
to provide holidays for families who otherwise would never have a break. The Away 
From It All (AFIA) project provides holidays near Tenby. However, as with all things it 
needs money! So Marloes MU is hoping to have a fund raiser during the summer to raise 
much needed funds for this project to enable more families to be helped to get Away 
From It All and enjoy the simple pleasure of a family holiday - a pleasure many of us take 
for granted. So please look out for posters and notices in future editions of PP and come 
and support us in this very necessary project. 

Mothers’ Union welcomes all, and despite the name you do not have to be a mother – 
there are men as well! For any more information contact Harriet 636668, or Bridget 
636274. 

St. Peter's Churchyard, Marloes  
A meeting was held on the 18th April to discuss the future use of the burial ground 

around St. Peter's Church.  The meeting was chaired by the Rev. Andrew Johnson.  The 

Bishop's Chaplain, Paul McNess was also present.  There was a full discussion of the 

situation that there was no space for new burials in the churchyard.  Questions raised 

were answered as fully as possible.  Information was provided by those present on the 

history of burials, with Mr. Malcolm Cullen and the Vicar providing details of burials to 

date. 

• A Working Party to be held on Saturday 14th May starting at 9.30 am to clear an 

area presently covered by surplus earth and other vegetation.  The Work Party 

will also work on tidying the hedge at the top of the churchyard to prevent en-

croachment on the burial area. 
• the Parochial Church Council to ask Dyfed Archaeology to quote to have the 

area above surveyed to establish whether it is free of unmarked graves. 
• The Community Council is asked to discuss with the County Council the need 

for a new Cemetery  area within the Community to accommodate new burials. 
A further meeting will be held later in the year to further consider action following on 

from the action points above.  Any queries on this matter to be referred to the Rev. An-

drew Johnson or Yvonne Evans (Church Warden). 



Going up? 
May 5

th
 this year is Ascension Day. It is the day on which the church remembers 

how Jesus ascended into Heaven a5er his resurrec6on. It is really hard to show in art and 

generally ends up with a comic picture of people looking up and feet at the top of the 

page. There is even a chapel at a famous shrine that is all bare white except for a pair of 

plaster size tens directly above you. I always get the giggle in there thinking someone is 

coming through the ceiling. 

  It’s hard to picture because we are thinking about the change from Jesus Christ 

who was in one place and one 6me, walking the roads of Galilee two thousand years ago 

and the Jesus Christ who is with us everywhere and always.  

  In some places they mark it with choirs singing from church towers at dawn so 

that beau6ful music hallows the day. In this area it has long been the custom to cele-

brate with a children’s fes6val in the Cathedral.   

  At first this was a rally for Sunday Schools and locals can recall carrying banners 

and being allowed to climb the Cathedral tower and scratch their ini6als on the lead 

roof. One genera6on later and they used to end the day with picnics and races at 

Whitesands and the then vicar of St. Ishmael’s would solemnly take his first swim of the 

year. Now local schools are invited to come and we generally have three hundred or so 

primary children doing cra5s and learning new songs and playing games.   

  I wonder how these children’s children will mark Ascension Day? 

‘Grand Potato Challenge - The Weigh In’ 
St Ishmael’s Memorial Hall      

 

4th June 10 am till 12 noon 

Tea & Coffee, Raffle,  

Cake Stall & Bric’ a Brac’ 

Prize giving at 11.45am  
 Your crop must be returned growing in 

its container.  

Proceeds to St Ishmael’s Church. 

Dale Church Roof Fund. 
To all who came to the Easter Compendium of Competitions in Dale on Easter 
Saturday a great big THANK YOU! You have helped us raise just over £600 
towards the church roof fund. We had some magnificent Easter Bonnets from 
towering edifices to one which was edible! Jean and Grace Lewis won the quiz.  
Thank you to all who came and supported us on the day. 



St James’s Church Dale  - church roof 
Following the strong winds we have experienced over the last two years, many of 
you will be aware that in both years a two meter hole has appeared on both sides 
of the roof nearest West Dale. Fortunately due to the generosity of David Howells 
and his family the necessary repairs were carried out on both occasions preventing 
any long term damage. 
However we have now established that the condition of the roof slates have 
reached the point where they will have to be replaced. The fixing holes in the slates 
are getting larger whilst the copper fixing nails are becoming smaller. We have now 
had reports from two surveyors which confirm that this work will need to be done in 
the near future.  
The Parochial Church Council has made a second application to the UK’s fund for 
The Listed Places of Worship (roof repair fund). The results of this application will 
be known in June 2016. Regardless of the outcome of this funding the Church will 
still have to raise a considerable amount of money to support this or other funding 
opportunities. 
We are therefore seeking the help and support of the community to secure the fu-
ture of  St. James Church in Dale. The Church is here for the benefit of all the com-
munity and one cannot imagine the village with a derelict building as a monument 
to the past. 
We will keep you informed of progress and fund raising activities but would also 

welcome any suggestions you may have to assist in this important project. 

SUNDAY MAY 22nd 

6.00pm 
 

SERVICE at ST BRIDGET’s ST BRIDES 

Following the rites of ST BRIDGET 

 

With  
Fr. Andrew assisted by  

Fr Gildas of Caldey island 
 

ALL WELCOME 



DALEDALEDALEDALE    
Dale Community Council – meeting 18th 
April, 2016 - among items discussed at this 
meeting: 
Village maintenance review – the 
Community Council conducted a review of 
the various maintenance issues around the 
village and identified items which will be 
brought to the attention of the County 
Council and others for remedial action 
during the course of the summer season. 
Sewerage plant – it was noted that 
there has been no reported incident at the 
plant in recent weeks. DCWW continue 
to conduct maintenance works and the 
Community Council continues to monitor 
the performance of the plant. Residents 
are encouraged to report any incidents / 
complaints as soon as possible to DCWW 
(phone 0800 085 3968) and / or to the 
Clerk (phone 636 668) 
Slipway – the County Council treated the 
weed / algae on the slipway in the days 
before the Easter holiday, removing the 
slippery hazard. However, it was noted 
that parts of the slipway have suffered 
damage in the course of the winter, which 
is being drawn to the attention of the op-
erators. 
Pontoon issues – markings and notices 
have been erected on the pontoon in an 
effort to discourage the nuisance of block-
ing by long stay boats. The issue will be 
kept under review through the season. 
One way system abuse – this nuisance 
continues to occur – especially in the nar-
row stretch by Brook Cottage. Residents 
are urged to report such hazardous inci-
dents (quoting date / time / vehicle num-
ber) either to the police (101 system) or 
to the Clerk (636 668), who will pass on 
your report. It was noted that the drivers 
of large vehicles (e.g. the Edwards buses) 
have experienced difficulties when vehicles 

are parked in Castle Way - especially in 
the narrow stretch between Allenbrook 
and Townsend. Residents are asked to 
avoid causing this nuisance. 
Accounts 2015 / 2016 - the meeting 
reviewed the DRAFT accounts for the 
financial year ended 31st March, 2016 
which showed a balance in the Community 
Council bank accounts of £1,435.93 (2015 
– 1094.45). The Internal Auditor has made 
a provisional report confirming that the 
accounts are satisfactory, but his final re-
port cannot be made until the External 
Auditors (Messrs Grant Thornton) have 
provided details of their requirements. 
Annual General Meeting - 23rd May, 
2016 at The Jubilee Suite at 1900hrs 
– residents are encouraged to attend and 
take part in the Annual General Meeting of 
Dale Community Council. The Community 
Council have, again, nominated Mr L Jones, 
Mr P Morgan and Mr H Bishop to be ap-
pointed, respectively, Chairman, Deputy 
Chairman and Clerk. They have also nomi-
nated Mr D Nockels as Deputy Clerk. Any 
resident wishing to make any alternative 
nominations is welcome to do so at, be-
fore or during the AGM. 
Raves / spontaneous events – that sea-
son is here again with the onset of the 
spring bank holidays. Residents are asked 
to be alert to signs of unusual activities in 
the area and to report suspicions 
(preferably with details of date / place / 
time / vehicle number) to the police (101 
service) or to the Clerk (636 668). The 
police have undertaken to take active steps 
to deter this kind of nuisance and request 
the cooperation of residents in identifying 
possible perpetrators. 
The next meetings of the Community Council 
will take place on Monday, 23rd May, 2016 at 
the Jubilee Suite immediately after the AGM 
which will start at 1900hrs – members of the 

Community Councils Community Councils Community Councils Community Councils  



Community Councils Community Councils Community Councils Community Councils  

continued on next page 

community are encouraged to attend and, with 
the permission of the Chairman, may address 
the meeting.    

    
MARLOES & ST BRIDESMARLOES & ST BRIDESMARLOES & ST BRIDESMARLOES & ST BRIDES    
Items under consideration at the April 
meeting included the following:- 
Highway Matters – County Council to 
inspect the surface water drains near the 
Lobster Pot and the East end of the Glebe 
Lane shortly, and will flush out as required.  
Signage at Martins Haven to be done when 
the weather improves.  Funding to intro-
duce a 20mph section inside the 30mph in 
Marloes Village is not available at present.  
The Council was pleased to note that the 
Welsh Government had approved a grant to 
have a 20mph outside Coastlands School in 
St. Ishmaels.   
Exception site (Town Meadow) – The 
Council will meet Elin Brock, Director of 
Pembrokeshire Housing in May to discuss 
drafting the criteria for allocation of the 
new properties.  The eight properties will 
consist of 2 one-bedroom (semi-detached); 
4 two-bedroon (semi-detached), and 2 three 
bedroom (semi-detached).  The contract is 
due to complete at the end of August.   
Marloes Post Office – The Council noted 
that Mr. & Mrs. Lucas will be undertaking 
both their on-line and face to face training 
this month.  Work is ongoing to complete 
the necessary infrastructure for the Post 
Office. 
Planning Matters – An update was re-
ceived from the National Park on the larger 
development sites in the Park area – this 
includes Town Meadow.  National Park have 
started the Local Development Plan pro-
cess.  Cllr. Owens will request a hard copy 
of the papers to be sent to the Clerk.   The 
new LDP will come into effect from 2021.  
Planning Aid Wales have arranged work-
shops to help councils understand the pro-
cess.   

Mobile Infrastructure Project – Letter 
has been sent to Mr. Crabb as agreed.  Not-
ed that the St. Ishmaels mast is now in place.  
All four mobile operators will be served by 
this facility when it is enabled.  The mast is 
significantly higher than the nearby wind 
turbine, and may have a greater coverage 
than first envisaged.   
Finance – The Council had received details 
of Kidney Wales – Walk for Life to be held 
this month. Clerk is waiting for details of 
the audit process for 2015/16, as this is now 
being arranged by the Wales Audit Office.   
90th Birthday Celebrations/Beacon 
Fire – It was note that Cllr.  Twidale will be 
attending a meeting on the 13th April to 
discuss what events will be arranged locally 
for celebrations in June, and will report back 
to the Council.  The meeting discussed a 
request from the Rev. Diana Hoare to light a 
beacon on the 29th May as part of a celebra-
tion of the life of St. Bridget – to be part of 
a “Ring of Fire” around St. Brides Bay.  The 
Beacon site is in private ownership.  After 
discussion, it was agreed that no beacon fire 
would be arranged for that date.   
Endurance Life – Notice of the annual 
running events arranged by this Company 
was received. The event will be held on the 
30th April, and will have minimal effect on 
this Community area.  The main base for the 
event is little Haven.    
Children’s' Notice Board – Cllr. Beal has 
sourced paint for the refurbishment, and will 
be arranging with others to have this work 
completed and the Board put back in place 
near the Clock Tower by the summer.  Cllr. 
Jessop offered his assistance.   
Marloes History Leaflet – Work is ongo-
ing to prepare the text, and check the de-
tails for the map.  Sketches have been pro-
vided as required.  A further meeting will be 
held in May (arranged for the 4th May).  Edit-
ing will be necessary as the word limit is 
about 1800 words.   



Community Councils Community Councils Community Councils Community Councils  
Spontaneous Events – PCSO Leanne 
Nicholls had left leaflets with the Clerk to 
remind residents to be on the lookout for 
suspicious activity in the weeks leading up to 
Bank Holidays.  Cllr. Jessop to provide copies 
for the National Trust car parks, and to 
check the emergency contact list is up to 
date.  Please use the 101 service to notify 
the police of any unusual activity. 
Next Meeting - The next meeting will be held 
on the 9th May when the normal business meet-
ing will be proceeded by the Annual General 
Meeting – starting at 7.30pm.  Local electors of 
Marloes & St. Brides are welcome to attend 
both meetings, and may address the Council at 
the invitation of the Chairman.   

    
 ST ISHMAELSST ISHMAELSST ISHMAELSST ISHMAELS    
Recently discussed items include: 
NP/15/0548/FUL Construction of suckler 
cow calving & housing shed, straw storage 
shed & Haylage clamp. Monkhill Farm, St. 
Ishmaels. Permission has been granted sub-
ject to conditions. 
Lindsway Steps Following a recent land-
slide above the steps leading to Lindsway 
Bay the footpath was temporarily closed.  

Contractors were engaged to remove the 
debris from the steps and after completing 
their inspection of the cliff, the path was 
opened again on 12th  April 2016. 
Jubilee Gardens The Council and Playing 
Field Association would once again like to 
thank Mr. & Mrs. Raymond Richards for 
their very generous donation of plants for 
the gardens. 
BT Phone Boxes Clerk to report vandal-
ism of phone boxes in Lindsway Rd. and 
Burgage Green Rd. 
Grant Thornton Audit It was proposed 
Mr. W. G. Roberts be asked to carry out 
the duties of Internal Auditor. 
Vacancy for Community Councillor A 
vacancy exists for a Community Councillor 
for the above Community Council.  The 
Council meet monthly in the Memorial Hall 
and anyone interested please contact Lynda 
Thomas (01646 636298) after 15th May. 
2016. 
The next meetings will be held Monday  23rd 
May 2016 @ 1900hrs. Members of the com-
munity are welcome to attend. Clerk to the 
Council :-  Lynda Thomas Tel:  01646 636 298. 

St. Ishmaels Community Council 

 

A vacancy exists for a Community Councillor for the above 

Community Council.  The Council meets once a month to 

discuss issues relative to St. Ishmaels. 

 

Anyone interested in joining the Council please contact 

Clerk: Lynda Thomas - 01646 636298 after 15th May, 2016 



APRIL 
Sun 30   Pumpkin Challenge, get your seeds from St Ishmaels S&S Club! 
MAY 
Sun  1 1100 Rogation Sunday service at Pearson Farm 
Sun  1 1430-1730 Dale WI Cream Teas and stalls, Coronation Hall, Dale 
Mon  9 1930 Marloes & St Brides Community Council, AGM and meeting,  
     Marloes Village Hall 
Tue 10 1400 Dale WI Litter Pick 
Wed 11 1900 Curry and Quiz Night, The Moorings (in aid of MaDPADS) 
Thu 12 - Sun 10 July  Thursday - Sunday   Exhibition in The Old Stables  
     “Saints, Symbols and Holy Places” 11am -5pm Admission Free 
Sat 21 0900 - 1800 FSC Dale Fort Marine Symposium 
Sun 22 1800 Service at St Bridget’s St Brides following the rites of St Bridget 
Mon 23 1900 Dale Community Council AGM and meeting, Jubilee Suite, Dale 
Mon 23 1900 St Ishmaels Community Council, Memorial Hall, St Ishmaels 
Mon 23 1930 “St Bridget and The Celtic Saints” a talk by Fr Gildas of Caldey 
                          Island, St Bridgets Church, St Brides  All welcome. 
Sun 30 1500 - 1730 St James Dales Cream Teas and stalls, Coronation Hall, Dale 
JUNE 
June 1st - June 30th Thursday - Sunday   Exhibition in The Old Stables  
     “Saints, Symbols and Holy Places” 11am -5pm Admission Free 
Fri  3 1930 Vietnam to Cambodia Charity Bike Ride 'Paella Party', The Bowen  
     Memorial Hall, Little Haven 
Sat  4 1000-1200 Grand Potato Challenge Weigh-in. Memorial Hall, St Ishmaels 
Sun 12 1500 Queen’s Birthday Party celebrations, Marloes Playing Field 

May2016 May2016 May2016 May2016     

DiaryDiaryDiaryDiary    

KEY SUMMER PENINSULA EVENTS FOR YOUR DIARY: 
WI Cream Teas, Coronation Hall, Dale Sunday May 1st  
St James Church Cream Teas, Coronation Hall, Dale Monday May 30th  
St Ishmaels Carnival - date not yet available 

St Ishmaels Craft Fair, St Ishmaels Church, 25th - 29th July 

Dale Fete, Dale Coronation Hall and surroundings, Friday July 29th 1600 - 1800 

St Brides & Marloes Fete, St Brides Castle, Thursday August 4th 1800 - 2000 

Dale Dinghy Regatta Sunday August 14th   
Dale Half Marathon Sunday September 25th  
St Brides Apple Day, St Brides Orchard Sunday October 16th 

Please note the early closing date for the June edition of PP - it is  
Wednesday 18th May.  

Please send all contributions for this one edition only to Harriet 

Bishop at hcbishop@btinternet.com. 



Wednesdays at 
Marloes  9am 
Short Morning 
Prayer (except 
school holiday 
weeks) 
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MONDAYS AND WEDNESDAYS  7pm-8pm 

St Ishmaels Sports and Social Club  
EVERYONE WELCOME  

£5 paying weekly  

For more information please call Emily 07852853988 

COASTLAND PLAYERS AWARDS 
 
After the successful run of “INSPECTOR DRAKE & THE BLACK WIDOW” 
Coastland Players are delighted to announce that they were presented with the Pem-
brokeshire Drama Association cup for BEST PLAY at the recent Gala Dinner and 
Presentation Evening at the Vine Inn, Johnston. The group also won the award for 
BEST ACTOR, which was awarded to Andy Rowlands from Herbrandston. 
  
In the words of the Adjudicator, Mr Owain Roach, “The interaction between Inspec-
tor Drake and Sergeant Plodd was fantastic. They pulled off all of the sight gags as well 
as slapstick moments, never missing a beat. Overall this was a modern day farce which 
had the entire audience in stitches. Great work was done by a small cast, with every 
member being vital to the finished piece. A hilarious but ridiculous performance.”  
 
Of the direction Mr Roach said “The piece was directed very well, taking exactly what 
was in the book and portraying the comedy brilliantly, with the timing of the comedy 
always spot on”. 
The adjudicator also praised the set, which he said “was finished to an outstanding 
quality”. 
  
Coastland Players are understandably very proud of the entire society for presenting a 
play to such a high standard. We thank our audience members for their appreciative 
support and would welcome anyone who feels they would like to be a part of this 
friendly group. We are at present selecting plays to read during our club evenings and 
will select our next production from these plays. 
For further details please ring Carol on 01646 636762 or Adrian on 01437 767152 or 
approach any member of the society.  



COASTLANDS LOCAL HISTORY GROUP  
 

Sadly once again the deadline for submissions and our talk are incompatible so there can 
be no report this month. However, I am sure those of you who came and heard all 
about the Tudors and Pembrokeshire from Terry Breverton will have added greatly to 
your knowledge of this dynasty. We now move on to this month when Fr. Gildas is 
coming over from Caldey Island to give us an insight into the life of St Bridget and other 
Celtic Saints. Those of you who remember his talk on early monasticism a few years ago 
will know what a treat we have in store! We also start the exhibition season this month. 
As from 12th May 2016, we will be showing an exhibition called “Saints, Symbols and 
Holy Places” which will look at the wide and differing influences there have been in our 
area. The archive holds information from the iron age, through the ‘dark ages’ up to the 
modern day. The history of our churches, chapels and other places of worship will be 
displayed as will memorabilia from Church outings, Sunday Schools and other events. A 
number of archaeological digs have taken place in our area which have uncovered some 
very interesting material relevant to this subject. There will be one or two surprises for 
some, if not all! If you have any items- photos, prizes, artefacts we would love to see 
them. A trip to The Maritime Museum in Pembroke Dock is being arranged for this 
month, we will let you know when and where when details have been finalised. 

Non members are 
more than welcome 
at any talk, however 
many of our trips 
are members only 
so you may need to 
join! You can be-
come a member by 
contacting Derek 
(636274). If you 
would like to know 
more about the 
History group, 
please be in touch 
Yvonne (636251), 
Margaret (636295) 
or Harriet (636668) 

 

Two familiar  
Marloes faces at 

the Acoustic Ses-

sion at The Brook 

in April  



St Ishmaels Cricket Club 2016 
League fixtures 

2nd May 1st XI v Llanrhian home  2nd XI v Neyland III away 

7th May  1st XI v Carew home   2nd XI v Stackpole II away  

14th May 1st XI v Johnston away  2nd XI v Llangwm II home 

21st May  1st XI v Haverfordwest home  2nd XI v Cresselly III away  

28th May 1st XI v Lawrenny away  2nd XI v Pembroke Dock II home 

4th June 1st XI v Neyland home  2nd XI v Kilgetty II away 

Cup competitions  

Harrison Allen Bowl Round 1    Bye 

Harrison Allen Bowl Round 2  25th May v Hundleton home 

Duggie Morris Cup Round 1  17th May  v Whitland away 

Duggie Morris Cup Round 2  9th June  v Narberth or Pembroke away (If 

successful in Round 1) 

Alec Colley Cup Round 1      Bye 

Alec Colley Cup Round 2  16th June  v Narberth away 

Wendy Bradshaw (Tel. 636446) Sec. St Ishmaels C.C. 

A date for your diary:  Sunday 12th June 
 

Bring & Share Tea Party to celebrate 

The Queen’s 90th Birthday  

from 3pm on Marloes Playing Field 
 

Fancy Dress for all ages - 

“Kings, Queens, Princes & Princesses” 

“Scrufts” Dog Show 

A Festival Of Cakes - bring one along! 

Royal Sculpture - make your own model using fruit & vegetables 

Kids Fun & Games 
 

Our next planning meeting will be on 

Tuesday 10 May at 6pm in Marloes Village Hall 

Come along to add your own ideas! 



Haverfordwest Operatic Society  
Presents  

Torch Theatre, Milford Haven 

May 11th~13th 2016 
Music & Lyrics by Stephen Sondheim, Book by James Goldman by permission of Josef Weinberger Ltd. 

 

Box Office       01646 695267     www.torchtheatre.co.uk 
An Amateur Production 

More from The Brook acoustic session 



 

DALE WI 
We had a wonderful evening being shown around Home Farm, St Brides in 
April. It really is a wonderful facility to have on our door step. A heartfelt thanks 
to Geoff and Lucy for giving so generously of their time. Last month members 
looked at the resolutions that will be discussed by delegates at the AGM in Lon-
don, Food waste and the manner of care for those with dementia seem to be 
the front runners. We hope the NFWI can bring the government to take notice 
of both these very important topics. On the home front, last month members 
took part in Welsh dancing, and considered how best to help our local commu-
nities. To that end this month, May, Dale WI is hoping to hold a beach clean at 
Jubilee and Pickleridge in May. We will be there on Tuesday 10th at 2.00pm. If 
you wish to come along and help you will be very welcome....member or not! 
Another part of May’s programme for Dale WI is a trip to Narberth to take part 
in a leather workshop and tapas lunch – so not all good works! 
May sees the Dale WI Cream Tea…a much anticipated event I know, so Mon-
day 1st May 2.30-5.30pm is a date for your diaries - you MUST be in Dale or 
miss out!! 
In May, Pembrokeshire WI members have on offer rag rug tutorials, trampolin-
ing, and a rather curious challenge – A letter to your younger self......takes some 
thinking that one! Members still continue to visit Denman College for tutorials 
in all manner of topics – some craft based while others look at history, different 
cultures and of course the obvious- cooking – but not just cakes!   
For more information contact the Secretary Ann Barkworth (636873). 

Vietnam to Cambodia  

Charity Bike Ride 

'Paella Party' 
 

Friday June 3rd  

at The Bowen Memorial Hall, Little 

Haven 
 

Paella by The Cookhouse 
Live  Music from the brilliant  'Tough Love' 

Tickets £15.00, doors open 7.30pm 
Licensed bar, plus mini auction and raffle 

Tickets from  
Kate Morgan, mob 07496001932 , katewoodfarm@btinternet.com 
John Hart ,mob 07889823741, hartybroadhaven@btinternet.com 

 

All proceeds to The Paul Sartori Foundation 



The Old Stables Heritage Centre 

This exhibition looks at the diverse evidence in our area covering the spiritual side of 
life. The early settlers brought belief systems which have an impact on the burial practic-
es as seen by archaeological digs. The Celtic saints are honoured in the names of our 
some of churches. The important role our area played in the past is to be found in the 
old pilgrim routes, one of which travels through the villages we cover. So we hope to 
illustrate the diversity of saints symbols and holy places to be discovered in our ar-
ea.....not all will be known ! If you have any photos, books or artefacts which might re-
late to this exhibition please do bring them along, we would love to see them. 
 
The Old Stables will be open on Fridays as normal until the exhibition 10am – 12noon 
For more information contact Margaret (636295) or Harriet (636668) 

EXHIBITION            
                                                                                  
“Saints, Symbols and  

Holy  Places”                                                                                            
12th May - 10th July 2016 

Thursday - Sunday 
 11.00am - 5.00pm                                                                                                

Admission Free 

The ALTAR GUILD 

BANK HOLIDAY MONDAY 

30th MAY  3 – 5.30 p.m. 

 CORONATION  HALL 

DALE 

In aid of the Cemetery and Graveyard       ALL WELCOME 

With Cake Stall, Produce Stall and raffle 



 

For Sale   Bay 

Trees  £2 each.  

Marloes. 01646 

636962 

Gentle  

Exercise  

Classes. 
We are a friendly 

group that meet 

every Thursday at 

4pm in  

Marloes Village 

Hall. 

We would wel-

come new mem-

bers to come  join 

us.  

Please come and 

try the class … 

refreshments 

afterwards ! 

DALE WI     LITTER PICK. 
 

PICKLERIDGE & JUBILEE 
LITTER PICK 

TUESDAY 10th MAY 
@ 2.00pm 

 
Bring gloves and enthusiasm! 
All Welcome, 



Ruminations on a new electricity poleRuminations on a new electricity poleRuminations on a new electricity poleRuminations on a new electricity pole    
We have just said goodbye to our old electricity pole. 
It was indeed getting a bit tatty looking, not helped by 
continuous investigation by woodpeckers. They have 
never actually drilled a nest hole in this pole, but they 
did in a pole just up the road a few years ago – not 
only drilling a nest hole but successfully breeding. The 
picture here shows an adult bird feeding a young bird 
who is poking his head out of the nest just above the 
“Danger of Death” sign. It is difficult to believe that 
there was enough space inside such a modest pole for 
a nest and also for there to be enough wood outside 
to continue to support the pole, but apparently there 
was. The electricity company removed it the follow-
ing year, not only because of the woodpecker hole 
but because it wasn’t actually doing anything - it was 
the supply pole for a long forgotten pump-house! 

The old pole had a roof-shaped metal cap. The metal top was presumably intended to 
help with weather protection, but also perhaps to deter perching birds – they probably 
do not find much to grip on and apart from woodpigeons we have had relatively few 
birds perching on our pole. However, the woodpeckers loved the metal cap – they used 
to drum on it. It makes quite a different noise to drumming on wood as you can imagine.  

Now we have a new pole and the woodpeckers have now changed allegiance to the next 
pole along which has not been replaced. The new pole is a bit taller and beefier than the 
old one and it has a sloping wooden top – good for perching. It had only been installed a 
few hours when the local buzzard came along to try it out. He (or she) didn’t stay long – 
I wondered if it might be due to the strong smell of creosote but then remembered that 
most birds do not have much sense of smell. (There are exceptions - some jungle-
dwelling buzzards from South America use their sense of smell to detect rotting corpses 
deep in the undergrowth and kiwis smell out worms, but I digress) 

A buzzard on a pole is a very common sight in these parts – the main element of their 
hunting strategy is to just sit and wait and see what moves. They can of course also hov-
er but only when a stiff breeze is blowing.  

In Scotland, buzzards are known as “tourist eagles” - visitors are very excited to see so 
many birds of prey and they think that they are all eagles.  One key question settles the 
identity – “Was it sitting on a pole”? If so, then it’s definitely a buzzard! 

Rosemary Royle 

PS When reading this, those birdwatchers amongst you may have thought “But what about 
petrels and shearwaters  - they can smell a slick of rotting fish oil from a very long way off”  - 
this is true, and this fact is used to attract birds on pelagic expeditions. It is thought that these 
species use their sense of smell to find food and it is also important in their social behaviour - 
the burrows of Storm Petrels, for example, have a very characteristic musky smell. However all 
this is surprisingly new science - until recently birds were thought to have no sense of smell.  
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